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land of the Colombian Andes, the Spanish conquerors were
astonished to find, in contrast to the savage hordes they had
left in the sweltering jungles below, a people enjoying a fair
degree of civilisation, practising agriculture, and living under
a government which Humboldt has compared to the theo-
cracies of Tibet and Japan. These were the Chibchas,
Muyscas, or Mozcas, divided into two kingdoms, with
capitals at Bogota and Tunja, but united apparently in
spiritual allegiance to the high pontiff of Sogamozo or Iraca.
By a long and ascetic novitiate, this ghostly ruler was
reputed to have acquired such sanctity that the waters and
the rain obeyed him, and the weather depended on his
will.1 The Mexican kings at their accession, as we have
seen,2 took an oath that they would make the sun to shine,
the clouds to give rain, the rivers to flow, and the earth to
bring forth fruits in abundance.8 We are told that Monte-
zuma, the last king of Mexico, was worshipped by his people
as a god.*

In China, if the emperor Is not himself worshipped
as a deity, he is supposed by his subjects to be the lord
and master of all the gods. On this subject a leading
authority on Chinese religion observes: " To no son of
China would it ever occur to question the supreme authority
wielded by the emperor and his proxies, the mandarins,
not only over mankind, but also over the gods. For the
gods or shen are souls of intrinsically the same nature as
those existing in human beings; why then, simply because
they have no human bodies, should they be placed above the
emperor, who is no less than a son of Heaven, that is to say,
a magnitude second to none but Heaven or the Power above

believe, on insufficient grounds.    See
below, vol. ii, p. 244 notel.
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